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Location: Tinner Hill is a historic area located at the intersection of Tinner Hill Road and 
Washington Street/Lee Highway on Tinner Hill, one of several small hills on the 
southern edge of the City of Falls Church, Fairfax County, Virginia. 

Lat: 38.87921, Long: -77.17655 (North corner of the Tinner Hill Foundation 
trailer, 108 Tinner Hill Road, Falls Church, Virginia, Google Earth, Simple 
Cylindrical Projection, WGS84) 

Significance:     Tinner Hill is the site of the first rural branch of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in the United States. It was led by 
two of its residents, Dr. E.B. Henderson and Joseph Tinner. Three significant 
events happened here. The first was the 1890 gerrymandering of the Town 
boundaries to exclude the existing African American communities, the second 
event was the successful attempt to repeal the proposed 1916 segregation 
ordinance that would have prohibited blacks from purchasing land and property 
in Falls Church and the third was the construction of Lee Highway and Hillwood 
Avenue which further segregated the black and white communities. These events 
transformed an ordinary community into a historically significant site, and in 
doing so, Tinner Hill has become a quiet symbol of an African American 
community that fought to maintain its identity and its place within the city, 
despite institutional efforts at separation and segregation. 

Description:      Tinner Hill is one of several small hills on the Southern edge of Falls Church and 
there are three significant sites there. 

The first is located at 106-108 Tinner Hill Road, and it has a Virginia State 
Historic Marker. The homes are under a single deed, the Charles Tinner Estate. 
Members of the Tinner family live in all the vernacular homes located on the 
gentile hilltop. The houses line both sides of a straight road ending downhill at a 
cul-de-sac towards the woods. The area is unremarkable and appears to be in 
decline due to the condition of some of the homes. The site of Joseph Tinner's 
former home is a grass lawn, except for a trailer, that sits at the top of the hill. 
Tinner Hill stands secluded and seems isolated from the surrounding 
neighborhoods of Falls Church. 

The second site is 307 Maple Avenue, and it also has a Virginia State Historic 
Marker. This is a Sears kit home built by E.B. Henderson in the early 1900s. Its 
current location is the result of having moved twice since 1922. Currently the 
property, which now faces Maple Avenue, is surrounded by perennial flower 
gardens and mature trees. This home shows its age, and is occupied by family 
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descendants. 

The third site is the Tinner Hill Monument, a 15 foot pink granite arch, erected 
on the corner of Tinner Hill Road and the northwest corner of Lee Highway. It 
was erected to commemorate the men and women who formed the first rural 
branch of the NAACP. All three of these sites are part of the Virginia African 
American Heritage Trail. 

History: In 1890, the Town of Falls Church retroceded nearly 20 percent of its land to 
Fairfax County. This effectively eliminated the predominantly black 
neighborhoods on its southern boundary from the town. In 1914-1918, the Town 
Council voted to pass an ordinance that would have prevented white landowners 
from selling any more property to African Americans. Joseph Tinner and E.B. 
Henderson organized members of the African American community to form the 
Colored Citizens Protective League and successively fought the Town Council's 
ordinance. The success of this legal battle convinced the NAACP officers to 
accept the group as the first rural chapter of the NAACP. In the early- 1920s, not 
long after the victory, two roads were constructed that cut through black-owned 
land further segregating these communities. This three-part story includes the 
gerrymandering of the borders, the segregation ordinances, and the construction 
of Lee Highway and Hillwood Avenue, which all played a part in dividing the 
African American community. 

Sources: Books: 
Camp, Shirley, W. Past Times Around Falls Church. Gateway Press, Inc., 1997. 

Douglas, H. H. Falls Church: Places and People. Falls Church Historical 
Commission, Falls Church, Virginia, 1981, corrected in 1988. 

Fairfax County in Virginia. Being a Random Selection from Some Rare Sources 
Relative to the County's Historic Development, As Described in Statute, 
Gazetteer, Atlas and Directory, 1742-1973. Published by the History Program 
Office of Comprehensive Planning, Fairfax County, Virginia. April, 1974. 

Falls Church Historical News and Notes. Village Preservation and Improvement 
Society, Falls Church, Virginia, 1993. 

Gernand, Bradley, E. A. Virginia Village Goes to War. Falls Church during the 
Civil War. Donning Company Publishers , 2002. 

Gernand, Bradley, E.; Netherton, Nan. Falls Church. A Virginia Village 
Revisited. Walsworth Pub Co. 2000. 

Netherton, Nan; Sweig, Donald; Artemel, Janice; Hickin, Patricia; Reed, Patrick. 
Fairfax County, Virginia. A History. Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, 



TINNER HILL 
HALS NO. VA-54 

PAGE 3 

Fairfax, Virginia, 1978. 

Registered Voters in Falls Church, VA 1920 — 1936: A Pilot Project. Ajoint 
project of the Falls Church Chapter, NSDAR, and the Mary Riley Styles Public 
Library in Falls Church, April 2005. 

Schumann, Walter. Handbook of Rocks, Minerals, andGemstones. Houghton- 
Mifflin, 1993. 

Steadman, Melvin Lee, Jr. Falls Church by Fence and Fireside. Falls Church 
Public Library, Falls Church, 1964. 

Town Council of Fall Church Minute Book, Vol. 1 1875-1921. Falls Church 
Public Library Local History Collection Microfilm. Mary Riley Styles Public 
Library, Falls Church, Virginia. 

Woodward, Comer Vann. The Strange Career of Jim Crow. Oxford University 
Press, US 1955. 

Wrenn, Tony, P. Falls Church: History of a Virginia Village. Historical 
Commission of the City of Falls Church, Falls Church, Virginia, 1972. 

Academic References, Documented Interviews and Articles: 
Crowl, Heather. A History of Roads inFairfax County, Virginia: 1608-1840 
(Master Thesis). American University, Washington, D.C., 2002. 

Henderson, Edwin, Nikki Graves Henderson. Interview by authors. May 31st, 
2011. 

Henderson, James, H., edited by Terman M.J. The Life of Edwin Bancroft 
Henderson (1883-1977). Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, 
Virginia. 

Fairfax County Park Authority-Attachment C -Providence Recreation Center 
Plaque: Edwin B. Henderson House page 1 

Fairfax News, October 31, 1873, Vol. 3 #31 

The Fare Facts Gazette, The Newsletter of Historic Fairfax City, Inc. Volume 6, 
Issue 1, 2008. 

Falls Church Village Preservation and Improvement Society Resolution, adopted 
October 21, 1993 

Immel, William J. The Destruction of Slavery in Northeastern Virginia. M.A. 
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Dissertation, George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia, 1994. 

Korzeniewski, Ann. Segregation, Suburbanization and the James Lee 
Community, Falls Church, Virginia. George Mason University, Fairfax, 
Virginia, 1991. 

Mercer, Anne, L. Tinner Hill and the Segregation Ordinance of 1915. 
History/American Studies 172 -U.S. Social History, GW University, 2000. 

Sweig, Donald, M. Northern Virginia Slavery: A Statistical and Demographic 
Investigation. Ph.D. Dissertation, College of William and Mary, Virginia, 1982. 

United States Department of the Interior -National Park Service- National 
Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet Section 7. 

Wolf, Andrew, M.D. Black Settlements in Fairfax County, Virginia During the 
Reconstruction. Preliminary Draft, Fairfax County, Virginia, 1975. 

Maps: 
1. Falls Church map by G.M. Hopkins, 1878. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, 
Falls Church, Virginia). 

2. Atlas of Fifteen miles around Washington, Falls Church, 1879. (Mary Riley 
Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia). 

3. Atlas of Fifteen miles around Washington, town of Falls Church, plate two, 
1879. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, Virginia). 

4. Map of Fairfax County, Virginia, drawn for O.E. Hine; A.J. Shipman; A.G. 
Gedney, lithl886. (Library of Congress, G3883.F2 1886. S3). 

5. City of Falls Church, Virginia. Previous Boundary Changes 1887 - 1936. 
(Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia). 

6. Falls Church map by Gregor Noetzel, 1890. (Mary Riley Styles Public 
Library, Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1890, L.004). 

7. Map of Falls Church, Virginia, 1894. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls 
Church, Virginia). 

8. Map of Falls Church, Virginia. Surveyed and drawn by H. Crocker. Drawn 
from survey made in Nov 1894 to Oct 1913. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, 
Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1913, L.001). 

9. Plat made for Isaac Crossman at Falls Church, Virginia, 1896. (Mary Riley 
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Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia). 

10. An historical map of Falls Church, Virginia, 1898. (Mary Riley Styles Public 
Library, Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1898, L.002). 

11. Rural Delivery Routes, Fairfax County, VA, 1912. (Library of Congress, 
G3883.F2P8 1912. U5). 

12. Town of Falls Church in 1915. USGS, 1917, Washington, D.C. map. (Mary 
Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia). 

13. Map of Falls Church to accompany plat book, 1930. Prepared for the Town 
Council of Falls Church, VAby W.F. Sunderman, Landscape Architect. (Mary 
Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia). 

14. Map of Falls Church, 1941. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, 
Virginia, VaC CA 1941, L.001). 

15. Map of the town of Falls Church, 1945. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, 
Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1945, L.001). 

16. USGS map of Falls Church, 1945. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls 
Church, Virginia). 

17. Falls Church Sanborn map #8, 1946. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, 
Falls Church, Virginia). 

18. City of Falls Church base map, 1948. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, 
Falls Church, Virginia). 

19. City of Falls Church, Fairfax County, base map, 1948. (Library of Congress, 
G3884.F3 1948. F3). 
20. Street Indexed Map, city of Falls Church and nearby communities. Published 
by WM. P. Osmond, 1950. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, 
Virginia, VaC CA 1950, L.001). 

21. USGS map of Falls Church, 1951. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, 
Virginia). 

22. USGS map of Falls Church, 1956. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, 
Virginia). 

23. City of Falls Church base map, 1956. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, 
Falls Church, Virginia). 
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24. City of Falls Church, Planning Department, Zoning District Map, 1964. 
(Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1964, 
L.005). 

25. City of Falls Church, Planning Department, Land Use, 1964. (Mary Riley 
Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1964, L.004). 

26. USGS map of Falls Church, 1956. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, 
Virginia). 

27. USGS map of Falls Church, 1965. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, 
Virginia). 

28. USGS map of Falls Church, 1971. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, 
Virginia). 

29. Statistical Areas, City of Falls Church, section 17, 1977. (Mary Riley Styles 
Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia). 

30. USGS map of Falls Church, 1979. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, 
Virginia). 

31. USGS map of Falls Church, 1984. (Fairfax City Regional Library, Fairfax, 
Virginia). 

32. Fairfax County real property identification maps, topography, 1988. (Fairfax 
City Regional Library, Fairfax, Virginia, VREF 336.22 F). 

33. Plat showing a consolidation of the properties of George Gilbert Tinner, Sr., 
1996. (Mary Riley Styles Public Library, Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1996, 
L.002). 

34. City of Falls Church, Points of Interest, 1996. (Mary Riley Styles Public 
Library, Falls Church, Virginia, VaC CA 1996, L.001). 

35. Official zoning map, Falls Church. 2010. (Fairfax City Regional Library, 
Fairfax, Virginia). 

Digital Media: 
African American History of Falls Church 
www. google, com/se arch ?q=African+american+history+of+falls+church 

City of Falls Church http://www.fallschurch.com/ http://falls-church- 
virginia.co.tv/ 
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Connectionnewspapers.com Sundown Towns: How They Changed the Way We 
Live. Article 257 by. James Loewen (Mike DiCicco January 28, 2006) page 2 

Falls Church Virginia http://falls-church-virginia.co.tv/ 

Falls Church City's Online Community Newspaper 
http://fallschurchtimes.com/26739/henderson-house-recommended-for-national- 
historic-register/ 

Ivy league http://www.ivyleaguesports.com/ 

NAACP- http://www.enotes.com/topic/National Association of the 
Advancement of Colored People page 1 

Sundown Towns http://www.sundown.afro.illinois.edu sundown towns page 1 

Tinner Hill Heritage Foundation, http://www.tinnerhill.org/history/ 

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Highway 
History, http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/infrastructure/john06.cfm 

Virginia, African American Heritage Program http://www.aaheritageva.org 
/search/sites.php?site_id=88 "African American Herita#441108 

Historians:        Prepared by Anna Buczkowska, Basem Saah and Professor Paul Kelsch 

Paul Kelsch, Va Tech, Washington Alexandria Architecture Center, 1001 Prince 
Street, Alexandria VA 22314, pkelsch@vt.edu 

Anna Buczkowska, Va Tech, Washington Alexandria Architecture Center, 1001 
Prince Street, Alexandria VA 22314, annamb@vt.edu 

Basem Saah Va Tech, Washington Alexandria Architecture Center, 1001 Prince 
Street, Alexandria VA 22314, Basem_a_saah@hotmail.com 

July 29, 2011. 
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Tinner Hill in Falls Church, Virginia. (Anna Buczkowska and Basem Saah, June, 2011). 

Current conditions of Tinner Hill. The dark gray surface has the highest elevations (309-332ft), 
the Tripps Run watershed has the lowest (262-285ft), and the area in between is 285-309ft. The 
circle represents Tinner Hill, and the dotted line is Lee Highway. Not to scale. (Anna 
Buczkowska and Basem Saah using GIS data from the City of Falls Church, June, 2011). 


